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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAJ-01 ACDA-19 IO-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 NIC-01 COA-02 DLOS-07 

OMB-01 DRC-01 /147W 

094366 

R 161450Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8574 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
USMISSION NATO 
USCINCEUR 

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON 
CINCLANT NORFOLK 

CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 3782 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORNOURSV 

SUBJECT: AFTERMATH OF ALLEGED SIGHTING OF SOVIET SUBMARINE AT 
SPITSBERGEN 

REF: (A) OSLO 3550 (B) OSLO 3705 

1. FONOFF OFFICIAL (BUCHER -JOHANNESSEN) TOLD EMBOFF THAT, FOLLOWING 
THE RECENT ALLEGED SIGHTING OF SOVIET SUBMARINE AT 
SPITSBERGEN BY NORWEGIANS, NORWEGIAN GOVERNOR ON 
SPITSBERGEN, RESIDENT AT LONGYEARBYEN, ASKED THE 

SOVIET CONSUL AT BARENTSBURG WHETHER A SOVIET 
SUBMARINE HAD VISITED SPITSBERGEN. THE SOVIETS 
DENIED IT FLATLY. 

2. DESPITE DENIAL, NORWAY FLEW AN ORION AIRCRAFT 
OVER THE SOUTH SPITSBERGEN AREA WHERE THE SUBMARINE 
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HAD BEEN REPORTED, ON OR ABOUT AUGUST 1 OR 2. THE 
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AIRCRAFT DETECTED NO SUBMARINE. 

3. FOLLOWING THE ORION SEARCH FOR THE SUBMARINE, 

THE SOVIET DCM IN OLSO (SMIRNOV) VISITED BUCHER 
JOHANNESSEN AND PROTESTED AGAINST THE ORION FLIGHT, 

SAYING THAT IT WAS CONTRARY TO 1920 TREATY AND TO 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE USR AND NORWAY. BUCHER- 
JOHANNESSEN SAID SMIRNOV READ HIS PROTEST BUT DECLINED 
LEAVE A PIECE OF PAPER WITH HIM. 

4. BUCHER- JOHANNESEEN SAID THAT IN REPLY HE TOLD 

SMIRNOV THAT NORWAY HAD FULL SOVEREIGNTY OVER SPITSBERGEN 
UNDER THE 1920 TREATY AND HAD THE RIGHT TO SUPERVISE 
SVALBARD AND TO ENFORCE THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9 
OF THE TREATY WHICH PROVIDED THAT NO MILITARY BASES 
SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED THERE. HE ASKED SMIRNOV WHETHER 
SOVIET PROTEST MEANT THAT USSR DID NOT RECOGNIZE NORWAY 
HAD RESPONSIBILITY TO ENFORCE ARTICLE 9. SMIRNOV MADE 
NO COMMENT BUT CONFINED HIMSELF TO CONTENTS OF HIS PAPER 
CONTAINING SOVIET PROTEST. 

COMMENT: SOVIET ACTIONS SHOW INCREASED TEMPO OF SOVIET 
PROBES ON ARCHIPELAGO WHICH CONCERNS GON. WE VIEW THIS 
AS SOVIET EFFORT TO TEST GON WILLINGENESS TO EXERCISE 
ITS SOVEREIGNTY IN SELECTED AREAS AND PRIMARILY 
ORCHESTRATED AS WELL TO IMPACT ON FORTHCOMING SOVIET 
GON NEGOTIATIONS ON NORTHERN CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY. 
EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY VIEWS FROM DEPT OR 
MOSCOW ON OTHER POSSIBLE REASONS FOR SOVIET ACTIONS. 

BYRNE 
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